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Your Excellency President Dr. Marzuki Alie;
Dear colleagues;
Ladies and Gentlemen;

Friends.
It is a great honor for me and my delegation to be here in the beautiful Lombok, Indonesia, to attend the 33rd General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly, renewing friendship, seeking cooperation and promoting common development and prosperity. I would like, on behalf of the delegation of National People's Congress of China, to extend my warm congratulations on the convening of the General Assembly, and my sincere gratitude for the thoughtful and elaborate arrangements provided by our host country Indonesia.

AIPA serves as an important link to facilitate parliamentary cooperation and communication among ASEAN countries, it also provides a significant platform to deepen cooperation and seek common development between parliaments of ASEAN countries and their dialogue partners. The National People's Congress of China attaches great importance to the unique role played by AIPA. Since China became its observer in 1991, NPC has always maintained multi-level and multi-channel communication with AIPA, sending delegation to attend the General Assembly every year, I personally have led the Chinese delegations to attend the General Assembly for 5 consecutive years since 2008, thus have become old friends of many fellow delegates here. This exchange consolidates and further develops the friendly contact and mutually beneficial cooperation between NPC and AIPA as well as parliaments of ASEAN countries, promoting mutual understanding and trust between China and ASEAN countries. We are happy about the cooperative achievements and would like to work together with AIPA and its member countries to elevate our friendship and cooperation to a new level.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The exchange and cooperation between NPC and AIPA function as an integral part of China-ASEAN cooperation. The year of 2011 marks the 20;'' anniversary of China-ASEAN relations. The two parties held the 14`x' China-ASEAN Summit as a Commemorative Summit to celebrate the 20th anniversary of China-ASEAN relations. The Joint Declaration issued during the Summit demonstrates the unswerving determination and confidence of leaders of both sides to push forward China-ASEAN cooperation.

Standing on the threshold of the third decade of China-ASEAN cooperation, in order to blueprint a better future, it is necessary for us to review and draw experiences from the past.

China and ASEAN have established a sound dialogue and cooperation mechanism, under which 14 summits and 3 special meetings have been convened. China is the first country which joined the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC) and established strategic partnership with ASEAN. China and ASEAN countries signed the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) ten years ago. China would like to sign the Protocol to the Southeast Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty in the near future.

China and ASEAN have already established the largest free trade area in developing countries. Our bilateral trade volume leapt from less than 8 billion US dollar in 1991 to 362.8 billion US dollar in 2011, an annual increase of more than 20 percent. Currently, China is ASEAN's largest trading partner, with a trade deficit of 22.7 billion US dollar last year. Our investment cooperation has expanded continuously, with China's investment in ASEAN countries increasing by 34 percent during the first half of this year. China fully supports the effort of ASEAN in constructing interconnection and narrowing internal development gap, actively participates in the sub-regional programs such as East ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) and Great Mekong Subregion Cooperation (GMS).

China and ASEAN countries are each other's major tourist sources. In 2011, our people-to-people exchange amounted to 13.63 million, among which 50 thousand ASEAN students were studying in China and 70 thousand Chinese students were studying in ASEAN countries. We are trying to accomplish the goal of hosting 15 million people-to-people visits by 2015 and sending 100 thousand students to each other's countries by 2020.

China and ASEAN have identified 11 key cooperation areas such as agriculture, information and communication technology and human resource development, conducted pragmatic cooperation in over 20 fields such as law, non-traditional security and youth affairs, and signed 11 MOUs in agricultural, information and communication, as well as non-traditional security cooperation. The healthy, stable and fast growing China-ASEAN strategic partnership not only benefits both sides, but also contributes considerably to the peace, stability and prosperity of East Asia region at large. The remarkable achievements have not come easily. They are far beyond the imagination when China and ASEAN opened the door of cooperation 20 years ago. We should pay tribute to our national leaders for their great foresight in initiating cooperation, to people of all walks of life for their unremitting efforts in this cause,

Reviewing the fast-growing China-ASEAN relations in the past 20 years, we can draw the following experiences. First, we should adhere to mutual-respect and non-interference in each other's internal affairs, always build the bilateral relationship on the basis of the Five Principles of Peaceful Co-existence as the foundation of relations, and continuously enhance political mutual trust, Second, we should adhere to the principle of equality and mutual benefit, strive for a win-win cooperation, and constantly broaden and deepen practical cooperation in various fields, Third, we should respect people's right to be the masters of their country and destiny, respect other country's right to choose its own social system and development path according to its national conditions. Fourth, we should have a strategic and long-term perspective, focus on the correct direction of the development of bilateral relations, strengthen communications and dialogues, seek common ground while shelving differences, properly handle sensitive issues, and prevent discrepancy from disrupting the overall bilateral relations. Fifth, we should put unity first, enhance strategic consultation and coordination on major international and regional issues, support each other and be jointly committed to building a peaceful and stable regional environment and promoting regional cooperation. All these experiences should always be remembered and insisted for the days to come.

At present, China-ASEAN relations is standing at a new historical starting point with both opportunities and challenges. It is our mission today to seize the opportunities and face the challenges, keep pioneering based on the existing progress, and to advance China-ASEAN cooperation to a higher level.

China and ASEAN have formed a community of common destiny, China believes that a united and economically vigorous ASEAN is in China's strategic interests, while China's development and prosperity is also helpful to ASEAN. By continuously enhancing political mutual trust, deepening practical cooperation, strengthening people-to-people exchange, and properly resolving historical disputes, our bilateral relations will develop steadily into the future, which conforms to the common interests of both China and ASEAN.

Currently, the profound impact of international financial crisis has Jed to sluggish world economic recovery. Given these circumstances, it is all the more important for China and ASEAN to strengthen collaboration. Upholding the banner of peace, development and cooperation, China and ASEAN should keep developing economy, improving people's livelihood, enhancing cooperation and joining hands for win-win results. China will coherently support ASEAN's solidarity and cooperation, support ASEAN community building and integration process, and support ASEAN's leading role in East Asian cooperation. We have every reason to believe that in the next 20 years, China-ASEAN cooperation will embrace even richer contents, bigger vitality and more abundant results,

In light of the central theme of this year's General Assembly and Dialogue, namely "deepen cooperation and seek common development", the Chinese Delegation holds that AIPA is not an appropriate venue to discuss the South China Sea. The core of South China Sea issue lies in the territorial sovereignty disputes over the Nansha Islands and the overlapping claims for maritime rights of part of the South China Sea. China's sovereignty over the Nansha Islands and their adjacent waters is supported by ample historical and legal evidence, The South China Sea issue is purely a bilateral issue between China and the related countries. It is not an issue between China and ASEAN, China has always called for the solution of this issue through friendly consultations and negotiations between sovereign states on the basis of respecting historical facts and established international laws, and advocated shelving disputes and seeking joint development before the solution of disputes. This is also in conformity with the consensus reached by China and ASEAN countries in DOC a decade ago, China is willing to step up its joint efforts with ASEAN countries in fully and effectively implementing DOC, fostering mutual trust and cooperation, maintaining peace and stability of the South China Sea, and promoting the healthy and steady growth of China-ASEAN relations.

Ladies and gentlemen,

This year marks an important year in China's political and economic life, The Communist Party of China will hold its le National Congress, the implementation of China's 12`h five-year Program for National Economic and Social Development is also entering a critical juncture linking the past with the future.

Hampered by international financial crisis, China's development faces more difficulties this year. However, through intensifying macro-control and enhancing policy adjustment, Chinese government has successfully sustained the positive momentum of overall economic and social development, with expectedly reasonable economic growth rate, better agricultural situation, slower commodity price increase, optimized economic structure, deepened reform and opening-up, improved people's livelihood in both urban and rural areas, society as a whole remaining stable and harmonious, Meanwhile, we are clearly aware of the fact that China is still confronted with the problems of unbalanced, discoordlnated and unsustainable development, for example, the development between urban and rural areas and between different regions is uneven, the restraint of environment and resources is outstanding, the overall level of productivity is not high, the self-innovation capability is weak, the long-term structural problems and extensive way of growth haven't been fundamentally changed. In the future, China will take scientific development as the theme, focus on accelerating the transformation of economic growth pattern, speed up economic restructuring, greatly strengthen self-innovation, effectively enhance energy saving and emission reduction, and continue to expand mutually beneficial cooperation with other countries.

China's future is closely related with the future of neighboring countries. China will continue unswervingly to take the road of peaceful development, pursue opening up strategy of mutual benefit and win-win progress. We are ready to work hand in hand with our neighbors including ASEAN countries, keep broadening and deepening pragmatic cooperation, and strive for better and faster common development.

Thank you very much!
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